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Vision

Mission

Structure

Rationale International Competence Centre
Future Cities Laboratory (FCL) Global aims 
to make interdependencies between cities 
and their hinterlands more sustainable and 
liveable.

This involves understanding how existing interdependencies function, and developing solutions that capitalise on 
local resources (e.g. energy, water and waste management), on the one hand, and that balance regional and global 
exchanges on the other hand.

Sustainable Cities and 
Settlement Systems

Through Science, by Design, 
in Place, over Time

2 symmetrical Hubs in SG and ZH
4 Research Clusters
13 Research Modules supported 
1 Engagement Platform
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The 4 dimensions of the FCL Global knowledge loop
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The FCL Global Knowledge diagram

Source: Dr. Julio Paulos
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Programme structure

Engagement Platform

Integration & Strategies
[ACP] Architectural Cognition in Practice
[SUE] Semantic Urban Elements
[REI] Resource-Efficient Urban Intensification

Infrastructures & Ecologies
[AMI] Adaptive Mobility
[SEA] Sea-City Interface
[CEC] Comparative Ecology of Cities

Food & Territories
[RES] Resilient Blue-Green 
Infrastructures
[AGR] Agropolitan Territories
[NEW] New Urban Agendas Under 
Planetary Urbanisation

Cycles & Districts
[CFC] Circular Future Cities
[POW] Powering the City
[DEN] Dense and Green Cities
[BIO] Urban BioCycles



 






