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When Singapore achieved self-governance in 1959, the
living environment was disorderly and unhygienic.

Hawkers and vendors sold food in unsanitary conditions.
They disposed of waste i the streets where livestock
roamed and down litter-clogged drains that frequently
overflowed. Refuse was not regularly cleared and the city
lacked a proper sanitation system.

Against this backdrop, Singapore was rapidly becoming
more urbanised and industrialised. There was an urgency
to establish an economy through rapid industrialisation,
create jobs, develop housing, restore sanitation, build
schools and attend to many more pressing issues.
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